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TRADES COUNCIL LAUNCHES ANTI POLL TAX
CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
Scotland so far. The Scottish TUC started its
campaign in January 1988, but it didn't really
get into top gear until April 1988, when the
registration forms went out. They took legal
advice, and discovered that it was possible,
legally, to delay registration. As a result they
produced over 1,000,000 leaflets, and circulated them to almost every house in Scotland,
explaining how this could be done. The law in
Scotland appoints someone in each household to be a "responsible person", who must
register all adults in his/her household. The
person concerned can object to their selection as such, and so the campaign encouraged
them to "Send it Back".

Gwenda Binks (lRSF) addressing the conference
Despite a difficult birth, the Cardiff Trades
Union Council's conference on the Poll Tax got
underway on Saturday March 11th, with almost 100 delegates attending. Great difficulties were experienced during the organisation
of this conference. The venue had to be
changed, George Galloway MP had to withdraw, and was replaced by Duggle Hamson,
Asst Gen Sec of the Scottish TUC who had
ironically been the first choice, and not all of
the invitations got thro gh. Despite all this it
.

.
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was a lively and interesting debate.
Gwenda Binks, Hon NatSec ofthe IRSFopened
the debate by explaining what the Tax is, and
how It will be collected. Recent opinion polls
show that 61 % of the population are against
this tax. It will make the gap between rich and
poor even wider, will cost twice as much to
collect as the rates, and the more people
manage to evade payment, the more the rest
will have to pay. The only people who are
exempt are prisoners, foreign military personel, students (who only pay 20%) and monks
and nuns.
If you don't pay, then the law allows very quick
and effective collection. The local authority will
apply for a "liability order". You will then be
compelled to give details of your employer,
your income, your savings, and your
possesions. The authority can then get an
"attachment of earnings order", sieze your
savings, or send in the bailiffs for your
possesions, all without having to go back to
the court. If you avoid all that, you will then be
imprisoned. Unlike your fellow prisoners, who
are exempt from the tax, you will still have to
pay.
The main losers from this unfair Tory tax will be
women, (who have to pay, whether they have
an income or not), the disabled, Black and

Photo Alex Bird
ethnic groups, (who have traditionally managed to survive on low wages by living in
shared accomodation to save money) and
young people, who may be kicked out of the
family home by families who cannot afford to
pay their tax.
The policy of the IRSFand the Labour Party is
.
.
to Introduce two new taxesto finance Local
Government. A new Domestic Rate based on
capital rather than rental values, plus a local
Income Tax. ThiS may seem more complicated, but it will be the fairest, taxing both
wealth and income.
Duggie Harrison made the second main ad'"
.
dress, In which he outlined the struggle In

Tens of thousands of people became involved
in this campaign, and a grapevine was established to chart the path ofthe Registration
Agents, and canvas the households they visited, to reassure people as to their rights. The
Agents were paid 25p per form, filled in and
collected, and so were very keen to persuade
people to fill them in.
A steering committee was organised, on which
were represented the SLD, SDP, Green Party,
Communist Party, all churches, National Union
of Students, Scottish TUC and the SNP, although they walked out just before the Govan
by-election. Also opposed to the tax are the
Scottish Landowners Association, who have
traditionally paid the rates on their farmworkers tied cottages. They estimated their bills
would go up by £56,000,000, and so were not
Continued on page 2

STANDING UP FOR
THE LOW PAID .
SUNDAY 5th MARCH
MARCH AT 1.30 pm FROM CHARLES STREET,
CARDIFF TO CITY HALL AT 2.30 pm
SPEAKERS:
GARFIELD DAVIES (General Sec USDAW)
MICHAEL MEACHER MP (Shadow Employment Sec)

REACHING OUT
AGAINST THE POLL T~
Organised by USDAW South Wales & Western Division, 42 Charles Street, Cardiff.

EDITORIAL

The political fight is now beginning to get into
gear. The recent by-elections in Richmond
(Yorkshire) and on our doorstep at Pontypridd,
have shown a massive fall in public support for
the Tories, and not before time. The voters
have swung, however in different directions in
each seat.
Here in Wales; Plaid have picked up the dissaffected Tories, despite the Labour party fighting the seat like a key marginal, including
some dubious tactics on the arson issue,
which in my personal opinion were counterproductive, and a desire not to confront the poll
tax issue, which caused this Trades Council
some difficulty in the organisation of its' conference. The result was of course virtually no
change in the Labour vote, but then what else
do you expect in a solid Labour seat? In
Yorkshire, on the other hand, the SDP gained.
This does not so much represent a swing to
either party, but a confusion as to who to vote
for, and still a refusal amongst dissaffected
Tories to switch all the way over the divide to
Labour. In Pontypridd, Plaid had a good candidate in Syd Morgan, who in many ways differs
little in his politics with Kim Howells, except of
course on nuclear disarmament. In Richmond
the SDP appeared to come back from the
grave, but in reality they were the only party
with a well known local candidate, and that
above all else influenced the result.
Now we have the Vale of Glamorgan up for
grabs, which is expected to be on the same
day as the local elections in May. At the last
General Election, Labour put up a good fight,
with again a well known local candidate in John
Smith, and achieved the highest swing in
Wales, to bring them up to a close second
place, having cut the Tories' majority to just
6,251. The SDP were in third place, with Plaid
in fourth place with less than 1,000 votes. This
seat should be a straight two party fight, and
is now within Labour's grasp. A win here is
essential if they are to have a chance of
beating the Tories at the next General Election.
The opinion polls show a steady swing towards Labour, and the Harris/Observer poll
now puts them in lead with 42%. We must not
forget though, the changes in Parliamentary
Constituency boundaries over the last ten
years have affected the results we can expect.
At the last General Election the Tories had less
votes than they have lost with in the past, but
they had themj in the right constituencies. To
win outright Labour has to get a bigger swing
than it has ever achieved before. A difficult
task indeed, to which the only alternative is
proportional representation, which will bring
coalition government, and that is still very
much out of favour in Labour circles.
Alex Bird NGA
COPY DATES FOR NEXT ISSUE
Adverts

Fri April 14th

News

Fri April 21

NEW TRADES COUNCIL SECRETARY
Jan Warhurst
8 Lily Street,
Roath

CARDIFF CFS 3EB
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Tel 480590

Poll Tax- cont. from page one
pleased!
Registration is now complete, and the bills are
out now, to be paid in April. In October last, a
"Committee of 100" was formed to refuse to
pay, of which Duggie is a member. Nonpayment is in fact impossible, because as
Gwenda explained your money or assets will
be seized, and you will be charged an extra
10% for the privilege.
After some interesting debate, much of it
centering around the issue of whether or notto
break the law by not paying the tax, the
meeting decided not to take a stance either
way, but to concentrate on bringing all those
opposed to the tax together. Member organisations are of course free to adopt their own
policies as they see fit It was also agreed to
form a committee of representatives from the
bodies present, plus others who may wish to
affilliate.
For further details contact the secretary, Jan

WELCOME BACK
At the recent Trades Union Council AGM it was with
great pleasure that we welcomed back a familiar
face, Les Poole, who was a delegate for the now
suspended EETPU,but has since moved over to the
EPIU. Any electricians who wish to move over, and
take advantage of being in a TUC affilliated union,
should contact Les on Cardiff 374015, or Stevie
Stevens, EPIU, 158/159 St Helens Road, Swansea
SAl 4DG, Tel 0792-467218. Transfer is straightforward, as the "Bridlington" anti-poaching agreement does not apply.
Published by Cardiff Trades Union Council
Editor Alex Bird
Typeset output by Alai
Printed by Fingerprints
Write to the Editor
c/o Fingerprints, Pen-y-WainLane, Roath, CARDIFF
CF2 3NH. Tel 482582 Fax 499429
The opinions expressed in Union Eyes are not
necesarily those of the Trades Union Council unless
indicated. All material is copyright Cardiff Trades
Union Council © 1989 unless otherwise indicated.
Reproduction is welcomed by sympathetic publications, and all fees will normally be waived, provided
publication is not for profit, and a credit is given.

EUROPEAN

eve

At long last "the environment" has reached the
forefront of the political stage in Britain. In response
to growing public concerns, every politician, it
seems, now claims to be "green".
While the conversions to environmental concern
are to be welcomed, we would, however, be well
advised to question the sincerity behind the Government's recent pronouncements.
Throughout Europe, Britain is regarded as the "Dirty
Man" of the continent, and this, unfortunately, is a
reputation based on fact. Time and again since
1979 the British Government has either blocked,
obstructed, or simply ignored European Community (ECl Directives designed to improve the environment. One of the worst examples of its attitude
was the opposition that was mounted to the setting
of standards of cleanliness for Europe's beaches. In
contrast to the responsible attitude of other European Governments, our government tried to avoid
the standards by claiming that Britain had only 27
bathing beaches. Eventually, after much pressure
and threats of legal action, the government relented and increased the number to 32l.
At long last, efforts are now being made to clean up
many of these beaches, with Water Authorities
being given until 1995 to reduce the amount of
sewage pollution. But for the EC standards to be
met there is still a great deal to be done. Here in
Wales, for instance, 11 out of our 48 designated
beaches remain sub-standard.
Although the planned clean up is far from complete,
it now faces a major obstacle-the government's
plans to privatise the Water Industry. Construction
projects which should have meant less sewage
pollution are now in danger of being shelved. According to a spokesperson for Welsh Water, the
problem is that projects are being delayed, because they cannot commit the future owners of the
Industry to major investments.
So, it now seems likely, that just as our domestic
water supplies will deteriorate with privatisation,
our beaches too will continue to be polluted.
Despite the fine words of this government, its
actions over the past few years demonstrate that
environmental issues will only be considered when
they do not conflict with the Tories' rigid "profit
before all else" dogma. The problem is that very
frequently there is a clear conflict between the two.
Wayne David - Labour's Euro Candidate for South
Wales.

working together in Wales

(or better public services
South West Region, Williamson House,
17 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF2 ITB.
Tel: (0222) 491260
Regional Sec. Ivor J. Thompson

WHITE GLASS
ONLY?

NICARAGUA SURVIVES

Nicaragua has survived in spite ofthe efforts of the' USA and the
"I'm sorry but we don't sell tinted glass, or so called Contras to grind it into submission through rape,
coloured as we prefer to call it, our company
policy is white glass only!". Not a genuine murder, torture, sabotage, bombing and a trade boycott. But it
quote, but what Autoglass might say if they has survived only with the help of charities throughout the
wanted to reveal their true ownership. Au- world, which have donated essential supplies.
toglass, local branch, 28 South Luton Place,
(near the Fire Station) is a subsidiary of Solaglas (Holdings) Ltd, which is itself a wholly
owned subsidiary of a South African concern.
Autoglass is currently offering discount deals
to Trades Unions, amongst others, and the
TUC, at the instigation of MSF, is asking all
Trades-unionists to join in the boycott of South
African goods, and buy their windscreens,
sunroofs, etc elsewhere.
They also point out that the following list of
goods, are always South African, or Namibian.

Fresh/tinned/dried fruit
Cape, Outspan, Shelford, Kat, Kit, Koolkat,
Jardin du Cap, Silver Leaf, Copper Leaf, Gold
Reef, Golden Glory, Sweet Nell, Gants, IXL,
Safari.
Tinned Meat and Fish
Apex, Bull Brand, Puffin, Lucky Star.
Textiles
Swakura fur, Rex Trueform/Slax, Pat Shub,
Miss Cassidy/Cassidys, Jogger, Francois VilIon.
Stationery
Creative Stationery
Wines and Spirits
KWV,Zonnebloem, Lanzerac, Koopman Skloof.

ERRATA
Inthe photo in the last issue the speaker at the
GCHGQ rally in St Davids Hall, was incorrectly
captioned as John Ellis (CPSA) when he was in
fact Ken Thomas of the ILO. Sorry! Also, as
has been pointed out to me, the job centre in
St Mary Street is of course closed, but its the
only job centre photo in the file. Photos, as well
as articles for publication, are always welcome, and even if not used straight away will
be carefully looked after.

I

Last year was one of consolidation for the
Welsh Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign, with
visits of prominent members of the FSLN, and
local groups pulling out all the stops for Hurricane Joan.
Welsh Aid for Nicaragua, a consortium of
Wales NSC, Oxfam Wales, War on Want Cymru
and others, launched its first container appeal
on St. David's Day, March 1st, 1988.
The money mounted steadily, but after the
hurricane the Campaign, which has become
the driving force behind Welsh Aid, called on
local groups to raise as much money as
possible for emergency relief. An astonishing
£1 ,000 a day poured in during the first week,
and Welsh Aid for Nicaragua sent a container
of £13,000 of medicines, cooking utensils
and building materials at the beginning of December. The month of fund-raising was accompanied by media publicity at national and
local levels.
Welsh Aid has just launched its second container appeal on February 25, and is looking to
speed up the collection process by learning
lessons from the first appeal.
On the political front links between Wales and
Nicaragua have been strengthened by visits of
two members of the FSLN. Sandra Vargas
toured Wales for a week in the late spring,
talking to local groups, and addressing a well
attended meeting at the Wales TUC conference. Later in the year Melvin Sotelo attended
Wales's second AGM, and gave the message
to local groups that support for the Nicaraguan people is now more important than ever.

Centre provides Free Services to help create employment
Workers' Co-operatives

_
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FIND OUT MORE

The long established Nueva Guinea Nicaragua
Project, which has direct links. with Nueva
Guinea, is supporting a long term scheme to
buy a skip loading lorry. This will be the basis
of a waste disposal system, vital to maintain
the increase in the fight against disease which
has been a priority of the revolution.
For further details contact:
Wales NSC and Welsh Aid for Nicaragua, 8,
Alfred Street, Roath, Cardiff.
Nueva Guinea Nicaragua Project, 19, Longspears Ave, Heath, Cardiff.
Cardiff NSC, 114, Cwrt yr Ala Road, Caerau,
Cardiff.
Ben Gregory, Chair, Wales NSC.

Cardiff (0222) 554955.
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CYMRU

Llandaff Court Fairwater Road, CARDIFF CFS 2XP.
Founded by Wales TUe. Sponsored by the Welsh Office, Welsh Development Agency, Mid-Wales Development, E.E.e., County, Borough and
District Councils of Wales.

Doel & Parker
91 St. Mary Street, Cardiff CF11DW.
11d:(0222) 33578 or 387607

_

WALES CO-OPERATIVE CENTRE
CANOLFAN

In Cardiff there are two groups working for
Nicaragua. The city's NSC group raised over
£1 ,000 in a week during the Hurricane Appeal,
and this year will be concentrating on raising
funds for the container appeal, and building
political support for the Sandinistas.

John M. Doel, Solicitor(Hons), B.Sc (Econ) (Wales)

Wales Co-operative Centre has Development Officers based in Bangor, Wrexham,
Carmarthen and Merthyr Tydfil, as well as marketing, training and financial advisors
based in Cardiff.

by phoning

Increasing the number of local groups will be
a priority, as will developing links with the
labour movement and giving the tenth anniversary celebrations a Welsh flavour.

Solicitors

Workers' Co-operatives are democratic businesses which two or more people can run,
pooling resources and responsibility. Profits are shared, and each member is personally
involved in the quality of product or service.

I

This year will see Wales NSC expand its work.
There are plans for a paid worker to take on
some of the increasing workload of the Campaign, and the Executive is looking at providing Welsh language merchandise in answer to
requests, particularly from North Wales groups.

Culturally the highlight of the year was the
three days spent in Wales by Luis Mejia Godoy.
His concert in Cardiff will be remembered for

WORKING TOGETHER IN WALES
Wales Co-operative

a very long time, and the question everyone
was left asking was "When is he coming back?"

~NA~J~IO~N~L
UNION

JOURNALISTS

The National Union of Journalists represents writers,
editors, researchers, photographers, producers and
information officers in the media, government bodies and
commercial and voluntary organizations.
The NW fights to defend standards, freedom of
information, and to uphold its own code of practice.

If you work in or are studying for the media join the NW.
Contact Derrick Moody on Cowbridge 3235.
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MERSEYSIDE TRADE UNION, COMMUNIT
Liverpool City Council, dominated by the Militant Tendency came in for much criticism, but during this
period many fine things were achieved in the city. Whether this was because of, or in spite of their
leadership is a matter of personal opinion, but it would be a shame to throw out the baby with the bathwater.
In this special feature we look at the centre through the eyes of Jill Hutt, a Trades Union Council delegate
who visited the centre last July. This article is timely, not just because at our last AGM the call was made
to set up just such a centre here in Cardiff, but because the re-development of the Bay is causing an exodus
from the city centre to the Docks, leaving many suitable buildings vacant over the next two or three years,
of which the Library in the Hayes is but one fine example. The setting up of a centre there, just around
the corner from Nye's statue, would be a fine memorial, and a tribute to its' founders.
If Merseyside can do it.. ....
"You should have a look at the Unemployed
Centre in Liverpool. They've got everthing
there." That's what I was told in several of the
Unemployed Centres I visited in 1987. So on
Friday 8th July 1988 I walked up to the reception desk in the foyer of the Merseyside Trade
Union, Community and Unemployed Resource
Centre (MTUCURC) at 24 Hardman Street, in
the centre of Liverpool. The receptionist tannoyed for the man I had made an appointment
with-this gives you an idea how big this centre
is. It is a high Victorian building, a former blind
school, with several storeys, and rambling
over a large area and round a few courtyards.
Not counting its tenants, MTUCURC and its
units employ about 50 people.

Tenants
Some parts are occupied by separate organisations, whose rent payments help support
the work of the Centre. As well as trade unions,
these include an Employment Resource Group
(which sets up workers' co-ops) and a Womens' Technology Centre providing training in
computing and electronics, comparable to
South Glamorgan Womens' Workshop. (I had
visited this the previous day. The major difference seems to be that the main Liverpool
course is full-time for a year, and the trainees
are paid.) Attached to the Womens' Technology Centre is a children's centre, which also
takes, for a fee, the children of staff employed
elsewhere in 24 Hardman Street.

Flying Picket Pub
The building also houses some organisations
which have a separate identity, but are parts
of, or owned by MTUCURC. As well as providing useful facilities, some also help finance activities which do not bring in any money.
Others break even with the help of specialised
outside funding. The Tolpuddle Bar and the
Flying Picket pub are the most profitable. The
impressively professional Print Unit employs
two full-time and one part-time worker and, together with Icon Graphic Design (typesetting
and design), produces much printed material
for the Centre and for outside customers. A
well-equipped recording studio assisted by
stars like Pete Townshend covers its costs
while offering reduced rates to the unemployed and community organisations. A sports
unit in the basement also offers reduced rates
4

The resource centre in Hardman Street is housed in a converted Blind School
to the unemployed, while available to all. It
offers sunbeds, saunas, showers, a weights
gym and a programme of courses, including
martial· arts. There is a Visual and Photographic Arts Unit. I was particularly impressed
by the Library and Information Service, which
is a public library, staffed by a county council
employed librarian and offering a specialist
service to people involved with trade unions,
unemployment, community action etc .. (They
have dealt with queries from Wales.) Merseyside OFFA (One Fund For All) has an office
there. This is an organisation which organises
funding for the nine trade union and unemployed centres in Merseyside by collecting at

least 10p per week from about 35,000 individuals. At present it supports the Kirkby
centre, (which I also visited) after its local
council tried to cut it. MTUCURC can manage
without OFFA funding at present.

Unemployed Activists
There is an Unemployed Activists' Group, which
have their own room. Welfare Rights information and advice is provided by the Welfare
Rights Resource Group of about 16 paid staff
and trained volunteers, whose Editorial Group
produces "Counter Claim" magazine. There is
also an Unemployment Unit with four workers,
which handles matters such as Restart and

~, AND UNEMPLOYED RESOURCE CENTRE
snooping on the snoopers. MTUCURC plays a
leading role inthe National Unemployed Centres
Combine, which unites TUC-recognised centres
free of MSC funding.

Restaurant & Theatre
There is a Restaurant and two theatres each
seating about 150 people. Merseyside Trade
Union Education Unit (part of the General
Studies Faculty at South Mersey College) hold
courses there for shop stewards and on health
and safety. The Workers' Eduacational Asso-

trade unions. They were supported finanCially
by a Labour council which had given an election commitment to establish such a centre.
They spurned MSC schemes which would gag
the unemployed from campaigning. Like the
Newcastle Centre Against Unemployment, the
Centre's independence is buttressed by its
ownership of its premises. Local authority
funding is unreliable, and MTUCURC aims to
become independent of it.
MTUCURC's catchment area is the whole of

OBJECTS OF THE CENTRE
l)To support and promote the interests of working people and their organisations
2)T 0 provide unemployed persons with the opportunity and resources to
maintain or establish links with each other and with trade unions, and with
persons in gainful employment
3)T 0 provide unemployed persons with advice about opportunities and assistance for training and mobility, and generally about help for the unemployed
4)To combat all discrimination on grounds of race, colour, creed, sex, age or
physical disability, and
5)To provide or assist in the provision of, in the interests of social welfare,
social, recreational and cultural facilities.

resourced unemployed centres. however, on
my holiday in Liverpool I also visited palaces of
former Captains of Industry stuffed to bursting
point with priceless works of art. Compared to
their lavish lifestyles, with a Turner masterpiece over the mantelpiece, MTUCURC looks
very modest indeed. On a' ceiling above a
stairwell in MTUCURC there was a painting in
a perspective more often used for princes and
prelates sumptuously soaring towards a heavenly throne. In Liverpool instead were celebrated ordinary people, black and white, men
and women, in and out of work. with their
jeans, banners, dockers' hooks, microcomputers and all. This world is OURS, and Liverpool's achievement should inspire us to unite
those with and without jobs to strive to win it
for all the people.

FACILITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TUC/WEA Education courses
Women's New Technology training Scheme
Advice on the establishment and development of workers' co-operatives
Fully equipped Recording Studio
Visual and photographic Arts Unit
Sports Area
Print Shop
Theatre, Conference and Bar Complex
Library and Labour History Museum
Fully equipped Children's Centre with Day Nursery

ciation also organises courses there. It is the
contact address and meeting place of a very
large number of organisations e.g. Merseyside CND, Merserside Anti-Apartheid TU Liaison Committee, Merseyside Nicaragua Must
Survive, Merseyside Namibia Support Group,
Merseyside Campaign Against Social Security
Cuts. Films, theatre, concerts and other cultural and social events are organised there.

People's March for Jobs
MTUCURCoriginated in the People's March for
Jobs in 1981, which inspired trade unionists,
especially Liverpool Trades Council, to set up
something more permanent to support the unemployed and keep them in touch with the

Merseyside. In the terms of the Cardiff Unemployed group pamphlet" Future Services for
the Unemployed in South Glamorgan", it is not
a neighbourhood centre but a central resources
centre, providing resources for organisations.
I have heard a few criticisms from people
working in less well provided centres. Apart
from straightforward jealousy, these do seem
to come from applying expectations more appropriate to a local neighbourhood centre.
They seem to me like criticising a bookshop
because itdoes not sell loaves of bread.

Lavish
Certainly the MTUCURC looks lavish when
compared with many other tatty and under-

Jill Hutt.
Future Services for the Unemployed is available from Cardiff Unemployed Group. c/o 11
Station Terrace, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4AA. Price
28p + Large SAE .(SAE only for the unemployed)

RINTING CO-OPERATIVE

Ty Penderyn, Pen-y-Wain Lane,
Roath, Cardiff CF2 3NH
We have a job lot of office supplies and
sundries including duplicator stencils
and ink, file cards and indexes, notebooks, postage books, carbon paper,
"bank" paper, pre-ruled billhead blanks,
typewriter ribbons, "bulldog" clips, etc.
All at amazingly low prices.
Callers only please.

Plus the usual Printing service.

Tel Cardiff 482582
Fax Cardiff 499429
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BAY REVISITED

Our special feature on Cardiff Bay's Re-development has caused considerable interest, and so as a result
we return to it once again. Although the Bill has had its first reading in the House of Lords, there is still
a long way to go before it is a "Fait Accompli", and if the interest and controversy expressed here is
anything to go by, it will have to be modified some more yet before it becomes law.
dustry that doesn't seem to me the ideal solution to
that safety problem.

New offices

Commuting
Although it is planned to increase the population of
the Cardiff Bay area, it will still be very much smaller
than the number of jobs it is proposed will be
located there. This means massive commuting into
the area. Some of it will be by public transport;
buses from othere parts of Cardiff like Ely, and
sardine-trains-full from the Valleys - some of them
people brought up in Cardiff and forced to move out
in order to afford a house. To me it would seem
more sensible to scatter the jobs about a bit.
The CBDC emphasises its desire to attract very
high paying office jobs and their holders, especially
in the financial services industry. From my experience in Swindon I know that most such people will
not want their main home in Cardiff Bay but in the
leafier, spacious surroundings of Lisvane, rural
Gwent or the Vale of Glamorgan. For them a car is
an essential status symbol, and they will demand
roads and car parks irrespective of the environmental or existing-job costs to inner city residents.

Early Morning Jobs

Compliments on the timely centre-page spread on
Cardiff Bay Redevelopment in the January issue of
Union Eyes. Information is not as available as it
should be : the £20 glossy Regeneration Strategy
document was beyond my pocket, short on facts
and long on pretty pictures. I learnt most from Barry
Lane's talk to the unemployment industry beano on
5/7/88. I accept that some of the initiatives of the
CBDC and the County Council are very valuable, but
on balance am opposed to the proposed barrage.
Some very important arguments relevant to this do
not seem to have been aired, even in your excellent
coverage.

Jobs
I am unemployed and therefore the employments

aspects are of particular importance to me . Lord
Jack Brooks mentions the figure of 30,000 jobs. It
is essential to look closer at what sort of jobs,
where and for whom. There are less than 2,000
unemployed people living in the Cardiff Bay area, so
even if you trained them till they bust they aren't
going to fill 30,000 jobs. In the short term their
number may be increased a little as a result of the
loss of existing workplaces, especially from the
over 400 firms employing less than 5 people, many
of which will be difficult to relocate and are not
profitable enough to afford increasing land costs.
The quality of these present jobs, especially regarding health and safety at work, may leave much to be
desired, but if those men displaced, go to work
instead in the notoriously unsafe construction in-

Barry Lane distinguished between the planned jobs,
including the proposed 12,000 office jobs, and the
spin-off jobs resulting from the presence of so many
office workers. There would indeed be many more
badly-paid, part-time jobs created, for example
early-morning office cleaning, bar work and fastfood catering at lunchtime. You can't commute to
jobs like that, so that's where the local population
come in. Some jobs are the modern equivalent of
domestic service (and one of the CBDC;s planning
consultants even tried (unsuccessfully) to convince
me that unemployed people ought to be grateful for
increased job opportunities for old-fashioned domestic servicel).Such low-paid jobs cannot pay the
costof housing in high land-cost areas - so either the
jobs will be living-in or you'll see a big increase in
London-style homelessness among people who
have got jobs, as well as the unemployed. The
present generation of tenants and owners may,
after a struggle, get housing secured, but what of
future generations'

Rich and Poor

If

YOU

are involved in

PRINTING
then the union for

YOU

Branch Secretary: John Slater
1 Bradenham Place, Penarth. Tel: Penarth 703539
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The main argument for the barrage seems to be
that it is essential to attract the very rich to the area,
among whom at present yachts and waterfront
pieds-a-terre are fashionable. Apart from the jobs
and commuting issues dealt with above, the presence of the rich, especially their conspicuous consumption, e.g. of yachts and cars, in an area which
also houses poor people, will have social effects.
One will be an increase in opportunities for lucrative
crime and resulting security measures. In turn
those kept out will be increasingly disaffected. The
subjective experience of poverty is relative to the
wealth you see, and so people seeing more of the
rich might feel more poverty even if they were
better off materially. I come originally from London,
and I would hate to see inner Cardiff get more like
inner London. The poor might eventually be driven
out of the area altogether, probably up the Valleys.
But those at the heads of the Valleys have nowhere
further to go, so they will fight back. The main
argument FORthe barrage falls if you don't want to
attract the very rich to the area.
It is nonsense to pretend that the barrage is essential to ANY development in the area - after all , it
wasn't when the area first boomed, and it isn't to the
development that's already happening there, such

as the Media City successes.

CARDIFF BAY BLUES

Water Table
The arguments against the Barrage given the most
prominence are not necessarily the strongest, and
some important ones have not been heard. If it
really were as simple as "jobs versus birds", then,
sorry, but I'd vote against the birds. The flooding
issue is a highly technical one, and it is at least
possible that a barrage specifically designed for
that purpose alone might reduce the risk of flooding. The main reason I would not wish to buy an old
house in the affected area is the long-term effects
of a rise in the average level of the water table. The
higher the water table, the shorter distance rising
damp has to rise to get above ground level. Many
of the old houses in the area have no or defective
damp proof courses and inadequate under-floor
damp-proofing or thermal insulation. Dry rot is already endemic in the area. Increased rising damp
will mean increased dry rot problems. Damper walls
will rot wallpaper, plaster and woodwork and mean
damper air. Damper ground, walls and air will make
houses more expensive to heat. Many people will
have cold feet, and many, especially babies, the
elderly and the already sick, will suffer more from
respiratory problems (e.g. bronchitis and asthma)
and from arthritis. Damper air will increase problems with condensation, and some people are very
allergic to the fungus which thrives on condensation. The occupiers' low incomes will mean they
cannot afford counter-measures, even adequate
ventilation, and may make matters worse by having
to heat by paraffin or bottled gas because they
cannot afford the electricity. It will be almost impossible to prove conclusively in any individual case
how much of the damage was caused eXClusivelyby
the Barrage, and so financial compensation is
about as inadequate a way of dealing with a rise in
the water table, as it is in dealing with dust problems
in coalmines. These problems may not be as
spectacular as flooding, but they are very much
more probable. It will be very much cheaper for the
CBDC to compensate the rare owners of flooded
basements than it w(}uld be to comprehensively
counter-act the widespread bad effects of a rise in
the average level of the water-table on the poor
residents of the area.

In January's Union Eyes both Jack Brooks and Alex
Bird have done our Trades Council proud.
Yet there is such danger in this development that
the local Trade Union and Labour Movement would
do well to question the consequence of having
mutually exclusive economies and communities
within our city-an old problem which could be aggravated beyond that which we have had so far. One
community would contain entrepreneurs, financiers,
higher grade civil servants, yuppies, bookies and
other capitalists whose standards of living are well
above that of the average Cardiffian. The other
community would have a high proportion of low paid
workers, unemployed and other claimants whose
lot would be well below the mean level.
At present the Butetowners make a generous and
friendly community. But they will be unable to
participate in the new facilities and I fear they will
grow resentful towards their new neighbours. The
newcomers, I would think, would not need to shop
in Butetown, and very many of the alleged 30,000
job opportunities would be to provide "up-market"
goods and services for the settlers, the needs and
interests of the original docklanders being crowded

It is now more than a century since Benjamin
Disraeli described Britain as having two nations -the
rich and the poor. Despite all the positive features
of Cardiff Bay, it seems to me that we must still
make sure that Cardiff doesn't have TWO ECONOMIES and two antagonistic neighbouring communities.
If we become enmeshed in internecine struggles
then Cardiff and South Glamorgan would be lessening their involvement in the anti-Thatherite opposition to British reaction - where our presence is so
badly needed. Anticipating defeatists: I reply that it
is NEVER too late to make alterations once the
political willpower is asserted. The bother would be
a small cost to pay.
Charlie Swain lAW)

East Wales Health Services Branch
PROTECTING STANDARDS
FIGHTING PRIVATISATION OF
Pathology · X-ray · Kidney
Dialasis · Maintenance · and
other vital services

Rape of the bay
Alexander Cordell described the despoilation of the
Welsh Valleys, producing great wealth for some,
misery and coal-tips for others, as "The Rape of the
Fair Country". The same metaphor is justified for a
proposal which envisages a quality lifestyle for the
rich at the expense of greater misery for the poor.

YOU ARE SAFE WITH
NHS PROFESSIONALS

Jill Hutt.

MAY DAY GREETINGS

Gwent College of Higher Education
SCHOOL OF TRADE UNION STUDIES T.U.C. TRADE UNION STUDIES UNIT

Our next issue will be out for May Day, and as usual
we will be at the Wales TUC. We offer a special rate
for the traditional fraternal greetings of £10 or £20
depending on the size required. As usual each
delegate will receive a copy of the paper. so this is
the most effective way of getting your message to
the other delegates from all over Wales.

OPPORTUNITY FOR FULL-TIME STUDY
If you have been active in the trade union, labour. women's or community movements, there could be a place
for you on our one year full time course for the

DIPLOMA IN TRADE UNION STUDIES
(SEPTEMBER - JUNE)

Simply send your message to reach us by Friday
April 14th. and indicate whichsize you require.

• No formal qualifications are necessary, only a lively interest in trade union issues and/or community activity
• Subjects include labour and women's history, economics, sociology and industrial relations. Emphasis is given
to present day topics and study skills.
• Applic.ations welcomed from men and women. Due consideration will be given to those who may not have had an
opportunity for trade union activity.
• The course has run succesfully since 1975, and over 300 mature students (usually 20·50) have benefitted.
• Platform for higher education and new employment. Ex students, (many previously unemployed) now have jobs
in the trade union movement, or in the community.
• Grants available from local authorities. Course eligible for TGWU and other union bursaries.

Peace

Shop Ltd.
56 Mackintosh Place. Roath
Cardiff. Tel: (0222) 489260
Open Tues - Sat, 1O.OOam - 5.00pm
or call at the caravan in the Hayes
every Saturday.
Tee Shirts, Badges, Stickers, Books,
Magazines, Records, lots of Gift Ideas.
Book ordering service.

out. There are some who would welcome such a
sharpening of class antagonism. But in a long-developed similar situation in Miami, Florida, riots have
broken out which have damaged only the patch of
the poorer community - a reminder of similar events,
on other issues, which occurred in Toxteth, Brixton,
St. Pauls, Handsworth and Tottenham. In these explosions the wealthy areas always emerge unscathed. Whether it always will be so, it remains to
be seen.

For further details, please contact: The Course Tutor, Keith Elliot, Gwent College of
Higher Education, Allt-yr-Yn Avenue, Newport, Gwent, Tel 0633-51525
I would like more information about the Diploma in Trade Union Studies:
NONE
.

ADDRESS

.
.
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LISTINGS

Every Saturday, 10.00am tiI5.30pm. - Peace
Infi)rmation Stall run by Cardiff Peace Shop in
the Hayes, opposite Mothercare.

Each issue will feature a listings column. Send
us details of your meetings or events, regular
or one off, and we will include it for FREE.

First Saturday every month, 1O.00am til
5.00pm. - Anti Apartheid Information stall run
by Cardiff Anti Apartheid Group, in the Hayes,
next to the Peace Stall.

Regular Meetings

Events - March

Alternate Mondays at Chapter Arts Centre,
7.30pm, Canton and Riverside CND. Details
from Ann Lukes, tel 22184l.

Wednesday March 1st - Sit-Down protest at
the Atomic Weapons Establishment at Llanishen, (Main Gate) from 11.00am to 2.00pm
organised by the AWE Action Group and CND
Cymru. Anyone who has been trained in the
techniques of Non-Violent Direct Action is
welcome to participate. Others are welcome
as supporters/observers.

First Monday each month, Barry Anti-Nuclear
Group. Venue varies, contact Janis Griffiths tel
Barry 740630.
First and Third Monday each month, Penarth
CND. Upstairs lounge, Albert Road Community Centre, 7.30pm.
First Tuesday each month, Cardiff Anti-Apartheid Group, Friends Meeting House, Charles
Street at 7.00pm.
First Tuesday of each month, Greenpeace
Support Group. Friends Meeting House, Charles Street, 8.00pm.
Last Tuesday of each month, Cowbridge Peace
Group. Chapel Cottage, Colwinston, 7.30pm.
First and Third Wednesday of each month,
Caerphilly CND. Workers' Hall (Back entrance)
Behind Snooker Hall.
First Wednesday and Third Friday of each
month, Llandaff and Fairwater CND. Venue
details tel 563492.
Second Wednesday of each month, Cardiff
Solidarity with Latin America. The Adult and
Community centre, 28 The Parade, Roath.
Details from Ben Gregory, Tel 598447.
Last Wednesday of each month (except Aug &
Dec), 5.30pm - MSF Insurance Branch meets
at the Oddfellows Club, Newport Rd, Cardiff.
Every Fourth Wednesday of the month - Cardiff
Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign meets at the
Adult Education Centre, 28 The Parade, Cardiff.
First Thursday each month, Mid Glamorgan
CND. Otley Arms, Pontypridd, 7.00pm.
Third Thursday each month, Transport House,
7.00pm, Cardiff Trades Union Council.
Third Thursday each month, Gwaelod-y-Garth
Peace Group, Village Hall, 8.00pm.
Third Thursday each month, Llanishen CND.
Church Hall, Heol Hir, 7.30pm.

FIGHTING TO:
RESTORE NEGOTIATING
RIGHTS AND TO ENSURE A
FAIR EDUCATION SYSTEM
FOR ALL
SOLith Glamorgan Branch
c/o Wales Office - 6th Floor, Heron
HOLise
35-43 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF2 1UJ
Telephone: (0222) 493110
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Thursday March 2nd. NUT NASjUWT lobby of
the Welsh Office to mark the first anniversary
of teachers loss of negotiating rights. Details
from Jan Warhurst (NUT), Tel 480590, or
NASjUWT Tel 493110.
Thursday March 2nd, 7.30pm - Video Show
"Mother Ireland", followed by discussion, at
Cardiff Women's Centre, 2, Coburn street,
Cathays. Women welcome.
Saturday March 4th Conservative club, City
Road, 1O.OOam- Lobby of Ian Grist's Surgery
organised by Cardiff Anti Poll-Tax Union.
Saturday March 4th, 10.00am to 4.00pm,
South Glamorgan County HQ. - Debt (Credit
out of Control). One day conference jointly
organised by the National Assoc of Citizens
Advice Bureau, the Wales Co-operative Development and Training Centre, and the Cardiff
and Vale Co-operative Development Assoc.
Opening address by councillor Paddy Kitson
and Alun Michael MP. Of special interest to
Trades Unionists will be the discussions on
Credit Unions, led by Len Nuttall of The Association of British Credit Unions. Further details
from Peter Lewis, Tel 554955.
Sunday March 5th. March from Charles Street,
(Assemble 1.30pm) to Cardiff City Hall, followed by a Rally againstthe Poll Tax at 2.30pm.
Organised by USDAW. Speakers to include
Garfield Davies (GenSec), and Michael Meacher
MP. All Welcome.
Tuesday March 7th. Cardiff Unemployed Group
"Limbo" editorial meeting at Intervol, 11, St
Andrews Crescent. 7.00pm. All in limbo (without enough suitable paid work) are welcome.
Friday March 10th -County Hall, Atlantic Wharf,
7.00pm
- International
Women's Day
Multicultural Party, organised by Labour Party
Women's Section. All women welcome.
Saturday March 11th, 11.00am to 7.00pm.
Celebration to mark International Women's
Day at Cardiff Women's Centre, 2 Coburn
Street, Cathays. Stalls, videos, speakers,
music, food, (Bring to share, or buy here)
Women Welcome. Further details Tel 383024.
Sunday March 12th, Sherman Theatre, 7.30pm
- Concert in aid of South African charities,
including an appearance by Woza Albert Theatre Company. £5.00. Details from the theatre box office, Tel 23045l.
Thursday March 16th - "The Role of the Media
in a Democracy". A conference organised by
the TUC at Congress House, Great Russell
Street, London WCIB 3LS Tel 01-636-4030

Friday March 17th, 7.30pm - Free Nelson
Mandela rally at New Community Centre,
Orchard Street, Brynmawr, with Llew Smith
MEP, Glenys Kinnock and Michael Foot MP,
followed by concert by Los Pedrotos and
social evening at 9.00pm.
Saturday March 18th - Cardiff Anti-Apartheid
demonstration at Tesco's, Culverhouse Cross.
Assemble 2.00pm, or transport from Students' -Union, Senghennydd Road leaves at
1.30pm.
Monday March 20th. Start of march from
Cardiff to London in time for the April 2nd CND
Demonstration. More details, to join the march
or see them off, Tel Henrietta Miller, 02678741l.
Monday March 20th, 2.30pm, and 6.30pm,
Cardiff City Hall Assembly Rooms. Hinkley
Point Enquiry re-opens. Sessions continue
until Thursday, beginning at 10.00am each
day. These extra sessions have been put on in
Cardiff as a result of public pressure, and are
the only remaining chance for Welsh objectors
to put their case without going to Bridgewater.
If you wish to object, please contact Keith
Parker on 0278 444005, who is co-ordinating
objectors, or just turn up anyway.
Events - April
Saturday April 1st - Start of Central America
Week (1 st to 9th April). Last year fifteen
organisations took part in a total of ten events,
which attracted thousands of people, raising
awareness of the struggles of Central Americans against poverty, oppression, and outside
interference. For more details Tel 598447.
Saturday April 1st Demonstration organised
by Cardiff Anti Poll-Tax Union Details from Guy
Stoate, 200 Rhymney Street, Cathays.
Sunday April 2nd - "Hand over the Money" CND
Demonstration in London to mark the 40th
anniversary of NATO. Details from James
Stewart Tel 832275.
Saturday/Sunday April 8th/9th Weekend of
action against the Poll-Tax organised by Labour Party Wales. Details from Anita Gale at
Transport House. Tel 398567.
Saturday April 15th - Cardiff Anti-Apartheid
demonstration against Shell's involvement in
South Africa. Assemble 12 noon, at the junction of Queen Street and Churchill Way.
Events - Forthcoming
Saturday May 13th - Conference called by
Wales Campaign against Social Security Cuts
at the Star leisure centre. Speakers include Jo
Richardson MP. Further details from the
campaign. c/o Adamsdown Community Centre,
103/104 Clifton Street, Cardiff CF2 lLU, Tel
498117.
July - Exchange visit organised by the Cardiff
- Voroshilovgrad Friendship Society, of students and lecturers from our twin city in the
Ukraine. Anyone wishing to meet/entertain,
them contact the co-ordinator, Mike Ford on
707793.

If your meeting's not here, let us know. Write
to: The Editor, c/o Fingerprints, Pen-y-Wain
Lane, Roath, CARDIFFCF2 3NH. Tel 482582.
Fax 499429.

