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UPAGAIN •
Your friendly bus company has increased its
fares yet again - you'd think even they
might realise by now that just loses custom
- but perhaps that's their aim, so that
they can cut the services once more.

end along with a "deferred payment slip"
like this:
TO LONDON TRANSPORT EXECUTIVE Date

_

I have today travelled from

_

to,

and tendered a ticket for

YORKS FARES HELD

wish

to recover the outstanding sum,

my

name and address is:

South Yorkshire is one area where bus fares
,have been kept down - the result? "An unexpected but welcome INCREASE in bus fare
revenue" and more passengers. Fares there
are the lowest in the country, and the
county was the ONLY one to show a revenue
increase last year.

Name

Address

_____________

_

Signed:

_

The IOU slips mean that it's all legal - no
one can be charged with "intent to avoid
payment". The idea is that the bureaucracy
will be choked with work - so it might take
them quite a while to recover the money!
About 5,000 people have used the slips. Some
have had requests for payment of one fare
after using them regularly for weeks; and
London Transport seem to be capable of making mistakes - one Cardiff resident returned
a request for payment which had the wrong
name on
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FARE FIGHT
In London, where tube fares have gone up
118% in 18 months, and bus fares 113% in 12
months - AND there have been vast cuts in
the services - people have been resisting
the latest increases on the tubes with a
campaign called Fare Fight.
What you do is buy a ticket for 10p at the
start of your journey, and hand it in at the
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In Cardiff, fares have risen rapidly over
the last few years, there have been repeated
cut-backs in the services - often under the
guise of rationalisation - revenue has continued to fall short of running costs because
of the inefficient and costly service, yet
all the Council can do is to put the fares
up again and spend thousands of pounds on
new roads to encourage the private motorist.
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Don't Forget the

})i~co
at

56, Mackintosh

or phone Cardiff

every MON at the
MONTMERENCE Charles St
10 pm 'til 2am

Place
22582
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BLACKBBLUE
IN COURT
Early in August, Stephen Harris, Stephen Khaireh, Stephen Cordle, Rowland
Pearce, Dennis Taylor and Alexander
Mohammed were aquitted in Cardiff Crown
Court of a collection of charges, including Grievous Bodily Harm and making an affray. The charges arose from
a fight outside the "Talk of the Town"
club in Bute Street the previous January. The case had taken seven months
to come to court - seven months suffering the hassles and half life that are
the lot of the defendant, and then the
seven days of the trial until the
judge pronounced his compulsion to acquit on all charges because he could
not figure out a way of summing up the
prosecution 11case". The contradictions
in "evidence" were overwhelming. The
contradictions were similar at the
earlier committal proceedings, so why
were the six ever sent for trial? Did
the prosecution think that, as all the
defendants were black, racial prejudice
would help them through?
In court it was easy to get bogged down
in the detail of who was there at the
time of the fight and how any of the
various stories produced by prosecution
witnesses could possibly be accurate
accounts of what had really happened.
There was not a shred of evidence to
show that the injuries actually suffered by the complainant were inflicted
by anyone
of the six, one of whom had
not even been there at the time of the
fight.
The case, however, had even more disturbing implications. Firstly, the methods used to obtain
identifications,
including the showing of photographs
to the complainants and pointing people
out at court appearances. 'Defendants
who had previously asked to take part
in identity parades (in itself a
risky procedure) had been refused by
the police. Secondly, the question of
affray charges gives cause for concern.
Like so many "umbrella" charges, it is
easier to make stick than more specific
charges like assault. It is much easier to convince a jury that bec,ause a
fight took place those on trial must
be guilty of something, even if they
never actually injured anyone. The six
could have been convicted on the vague
affray charge even though there was no
evidence on the more specific charges
- and, what is more, the penalty could
have been harsher. Fortunately, this,
did not happen .... they left court
free men - or did they?

RE ARRESTED
No, they did not. Four days after his
acquittal Stephen Harris, of Angelina
Street, Bute, was arrested in a Caroline Street fish and chip bar for
being with someone who was alleged to
have stolen a bottle of whisky. He was
subsequently jointly charged with the theft

• RIGHT LAOS! ALL LEAVE CANCELLED THIS WEEKEND THERE's A WEST INDIAN SUNDAY 5CHOOL PROCESSION TAKING PLACE AND
WE'VE GOT TO MAKE SURE IT DOESN'T GET OUT OF HAND-SO THE FIRST
SIGN OF ANYTROUBLE,C,ET IN THERE FAST AND GIVE'6\1\ A TASTEOF' Bl\TON \\"

and, because he protested, with assaulting a police officer. What happened
in Cardiff Central Police Station will
no doubt be made known in full at a
later date. Could it be because of his
previous acquittal that Stephen Harris
now has sufficient photographic evidence to bring a charge of actual bodily
harm against one of the police officer,;
involved, despite the fact that he was
held in custody for two days, allowing
some time for his injuries to heal?
Could it be because of the injuries
Stephen Harris received in the police
station that his mother was told he was
not there when she went to see him on
the afternoon of his arrest?
Stephen Harris has no criminal record
but he does have an acquittal against
him and he is black. Will the law continue to persecute him, and others like
him, until a conviction is obtained?
IF ANY OF OUR READERS, OR ANYONE YOU
KNOW, IS BEING HASSLED UNREASONABLY
BY THE LAW - AND IT SEEMS TO BE
HAPPENING TO MORE AND MORE OF US THESE
DAYS - WE'D LIKE TO GIVE YOU ANY
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT - SO PLEASE GET
IN TOUCH!
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an open
or shut case

South Glamorgan Area Health Authority's proposal to close Lansdowne Hospital must be
resisted by every possible means.
The
closure is threatened as part of the reorganisation of geriatric hospital facilities in
the Cardiff area.
Reorganisation is not,
however, being implemented to improve the
standards of geriatric care but because the
Area Health Authority wants to use the premises as its administrative headquarters
when it has to leave the Temple of Peace
which is required for the proposed Welsh
Assembly.
Opposition from health service
workers is already gaining force and the
Lansdowne Action Committee is calling on
the whole trade union movement for support.
The Secretary of the Cardiff Community
Health Council told our reporter that he
thought it very unlikely that the Council
would support the Authority's plan.

One ward at Lansdowne Hospital is officially
the area's isolation unit. It is not intended to be kept in constant readiness but, the
Health Authority has been claiming that, in
the event of an emergency, it can be brought
into an operative state at two hours' notice,
When our reporter spoke to the Secretary of
the Community Health Council recently, he
was told that as far as the CHC was aware
this was still the case.
Staff working at LanSdowne, however, claim
that all the essential equipment has been
removed and that the ward is now being used
as a store room.
It would, apparently,
take a full day to move what is stored there
and a further full day to do the preparatory
cleaning.
The ward would still need more
thorough cleaning to bring it up to a required standard and the essential equipment
would have to be put back before anyone
could be admitted.

Lansdowne, at present, houses some eighty
long-term elderly patients who, if the
hospital closes, will have to be moved elsewhere.
There is, however, ample medical
evidence that the movement of elderly patients can, indirectly, contribute to premature death.
Indeed, many of the staff
working there remember a dramatic increase
in the death rate when the patients were
moved to Lansdowne from Caerau Hospital.
The Health Authority argues that Lansdowne
is understaffed and has poor facilities.
They say there is no money to improve it.
What of the vast fortunes made by the drug
companies and suppliers of medical equipment out of the health service?
Is it
not time they put some back?
Or are we
to sacrifice a few lives for the sake of
administrative convenience ?

The Health Authority has, therefore, already
closed one ward at Lansdowne without any
reference to the Community Health Council.
And what is more, it is not just any ward,
but the only isolation ward in the City.
Such a step, in a busy port, would be regarded as criminal fo'lly, at the best of
times.
At a time when the risk of infection is greatly increased by the water
shortage and when there has already been
an abnormal incidence of such diseases as
Lassa Fever in the country, it can only be
regarded as criminal negligence.

No definite decision has yet been made about
where Lansdowne's patients would go, in the
event of closure.
Llandough and Glossop
Terrace Hospitals are also thought to be involved in the reorganisation.
Glossop
Terrace is, however, scheduled to become the
area's acute geriatric unit and to use it
instead as a long-stay hospital would be a
breach of the Health Authority's assurance
that it should not house long-term patients.
Does this mean there would have to be a
major reshuffle of all geriatric services
thus disrupting the lives and treatment of
patients already in Glan Ely and St. David's
as well as Lansdowne ?
The Lansdowne Action Committee can
be contacted c/o National Union of
Public Employees, 30 Churchill Way,
Cardiff.
fou.r

Ho Room at the ]iospital
Glossop Terrace Hospital - the former Cardiff
Maternity Hospital - was closed in September,
1973 and :remains clos ed today.
For three
years one of the area's most modern hospital
buildings has remained empty.
Purpose
built as a maternity hospital, it was closed
because the Area Health Authority accepted
too readily a projected decline in the birth
rate and assumed that the maternity facilities at the prestige University Hospital of
Wales (UHW) and at the antiquated St.David's
Hospital ,would be able to meet the demand.
These facilities have not proved to be sufficient but instead of re-opening Glossop,
the Health Authority drew up plans for a new
thirty bedded unit at UHW.
Permission to
build this was refused by the Welsh Office
earlier this year and now we hear that, on
occasions, local women are having to be sent
outside the area - in one instance as far
away as Pontypool - to have their babies.

ing urgent treatment
hospitals in London.

had to be sent to

The latest hospital threatened with the
axe is Lansdowne.
We believe it is time
to call a halt.
There must be no more
hospital closures and no further cuts i~
medical services until such times as realistic alternatives are available.

The decision to close Glossop and to waste
a valuable medical resource for so long is
only one example of the many catastrophic
blunders made by the South Glamorgan Area
Health Authority.
Previously, they had
shut down the chest and heart unit at Sully
Hospital, transferring the facilities seperately to Llandough Hospital and UHW.
Medical opinion was virtually unanimous
that the two specialisms should remain together, as had been pioneered at Sully ~
and further more, the reduction in the
number of heart surgery beds brought about
by this reorganisation
led to the ridiculous situation where many patients need-

Glossop Terrace:

closed for 3 years

Councillors of Apathy
Local councillors appointed to the Cardiff
Community Health Council (CHC) have the lowest attendance rate at CHC meetings of the
three groups represented, according to figures published in the CHC's first annual report.
On .average, they attended only six
of the twenty one meetings held in the
first eighteen months of the CHC's existence.

may be, therefore, that because of the failure of many of the local authority representatives to turn up to meetings, the CHC has,
in practice, proved more democratic than its
structure was intended to allow.
It is not,
of course, in any way a substitute for community control of the health service but,
the fact that the Area Health Authority
does, at times,try to avoid referring major
decisions to the CHC does suggest it has
some effect.

Community Health Councils were set up in
1974 as part of the health service reorganisation and their alleged purpose was to
allow consumer participation in health service planning.
Serious doubt about their
effectiveness was expressed at the time because, of the thirty members only ten represented community based organisations. Fifteen appointments were made
by the local
authorities in the area, all of them being
councillors on either the City or County
Council, and the remaining five members were
appointed by the Secretary of State.

Local authorities are not necessarily obliged to nominate their representatives
to
the CHC from their own membership.
One
London borough handed over all its rights of
,representation to local community groups, as
it felt it had enough influence on health
service matters at a higher level.
In Cardiff, though, all those representing

The figures show that the best attendance
record on average, is of the voluntary body
representatives, although the members appointed by the Secretary of State follow as
a close second.
Those aprointed by the
local authorities, on the other hand, lag a
long way behind.
This clearly suggests
that it is the voluntary, community based
bodies that are more determined to make the
CHC an effective force and that they have,
by default, been able to express opinions
disproportionate
to their actual numbers.It

At the end of this year half the voluntary
body representatives
come to the end of their
term of office.
Community groups, trade
union branches etc. who feel they have a contribution to make should inform the Secretary
of State immediately.
Election of members
to fill these vacancies will take place at a
meeting on 27th. October, further details of
which can be obtained from the CHC's Secretary, Mr.W.T. Evans, Alliance House, 18-19,
High Street, Cardiff (Tel: 34407).
five

the local authorities are already members of
either Cardiff City Councilor
South Glamorgan County Council.

Card:..ff'se,conomy is declining at an alarming
rate:
if East Moors steelworks is allowed
to close in 1980, the number of men employed
in manufacturing industries in the City will
then be only about 15% of 'the male workforce.
Yet, the output of this small number will
have to provide the money to sustain the
shops, offices and other bodies upon which
the remainder of the population rely for
their existence.
Compare this with a city
such as Nottingham where 53% of the male
workers are employed in manufacturing industries.
Cardiff's future is becoming increasingly dependent on remote centralised
bureaucracies like government departments
and multi-national combines.
Thus, at a
stroke of the Chancellor's pen a large part
of the City's workforce may become redundant.
Witness the current panic at Swansea
caused by the possible loss of 4,000 jobs at
the Vehicle Licensing Centre, or the situation in the Valleys in the sixties ~"hen the
NCB threw thousands of miners on to the
scrap heap.
Yet Cardiff, once noted for
its wide variety of industries, is being led
headlong to disaster by the local council
and central government.

ALL

M.O.D.
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Civil service to the rescue
The Government is to spend a sum, estimated
in some quarters to be as much as £200 million, on a programme of dispersing civil
servants from London.
Most of these transfers will be to Cardiff and Glasgow.
This
expensive scheme is being put forward as a
way of helping the "deprived" regions.
One
of the largest offices to be moved is the
Ministry of Defence! an office of 5,000
staff fo r St .Mellons, Cardiff and 6,000 for
Glasgow.
At first it was claimed that
most of these 5,000 "jobs" would be filled
by local people.
Later, the Welsh Office
maintained that "local recruitment would
account for onlYl 50% of the jobs to be dispersed."
The City Council, which has provided the London MOD staff with glossy
brochures, lavish tours of our leafy suburbs
only, film shows and promises of houses for
all, claims that no more than 1,500 of the
posts will be filled locally.
However, the
most recent estimate, one received by the
Ministry of Agriculture, which is concerned
at the possible loss of land, states that
only 1 ,000 jobs will be given locally and
4,000 staff will transfer from London.

an artist's

impression
of the proposed
deve lopm ent

M. o. D.

London civil servants are to be chasing
1,000 "local" jobs in the MOD offices then
he is probably right.

Helmets for bowlers
Most of Cardiff's 7,000 plus unemployed require jobs in labour intensive industries
and together with the redundant East Moors
workers they will find little scope for employment in the Ministry of Defence.
A
fraction of the money being spent on the
dispersal programme cou~d guarantee the
future employment of 2,500 steelworkers by
modernising the furnaces at East Moors. But
that's far too practical a proposition for
a London Government to adopt.

Local jobs for
London wives
The decrease in local "benefit" does not
end there! a circular issued to civil servants in London promises them that if they
will transfer their wives can find jobs in
the MOD offices in Cardiff.
Remember that
4,000 civil servants transferring here means
at least 12,000 people all told, when families are considered too.
Writing in the
Guardian recently, Mr. W.C. Kendall, Sec-'
retary General of the Civil .Service Whitley
Council, said, "families of dispersed staff
will be searching for jobs in receiving
areas and the pressure on local employment,
housing, schools and transport has been
seriously underestimated,"
He further
claims that unemployment in Cardiff will, in
fact, increase as a result of these transfers.
If the wives and dependents of 4,000

Council houses for
war lords
an the housing front the MOD proposals present a gloomy future for the 3,700 families
who are currently on Cardiff's housing list.
The council claims that it has offered
some 300 to 600 permanant dwellings to civil
servants and it admits that no upper income
limits will be set for wealthy civil servants seeking council accommodation.
But
this is only what they are publicly prepared
to admit.
Councillor Ron Watkiss, Tory
Chariman of the City Planning Committ~e has
declar~d, "I have instructed the City Secresix

bargaining behind closed doors, when Cardiff
is faced with the prospect of housing
Britain's warlords?
The question more and more Cardiffians are
asking is, "Just who is it that will benefit
from this hairbrain dispersal plan ?"

tary that no further correspondence is to be
undertaken on this subject."
He has refused
a request for a copy of a report by the
authority on the allocation of council dwellings to key workers.
This report, together
with other unpublished documents, would reveal much concerning the Council's enticing
offers to the London civil servants.
It is
understood that some of these inducements
include abundant mortgage facilities, regardless of income, and a commitment to meet an
unlimited demand on local housing stocks.
This year forty eight civil servants out "f
a total of eighty, transferring from London
to Cardiff with the Companies Registration
Office, were allocated council houses.
If
4,000 MOD staff coming here make demands of
the same proportion then they will be requiring 2,400 Council houses.
But, on
average, over the next seven years the City
will only add 650 Council houses a year to
present stocks.
So the MOD project could
increase the Cardiff housing list to over
6,000 and lengthen the waiting period for
some homeless families by four years or
more.

SPAIN:

Valley homeless hit too
The Welsh Office receives a block grant for
Council house building which it shares a
among Welsh local authorities.
If Cardiff
is given a disproportionate
share of the
Welsh total in order to provide these hundreds, if not thousands, of extra homes for
the MOD then this can only be done to the
detriment of the share of housing money for
the hard hit valleys and all other parts of
Wales.

Wooing
the reluctant

no freedom yet I
No trade union rights, no freedom
two thousand political prisoners.
the situation in Spain today.

Amnesty? ....117 people were released
,the amnesty measures in July.

after

Democracy? ...the elections to parliament
have been postponed until June, 1977, with
no promise that political organisations will
be legalised beforehand.

majors

A parliamentary question by Gwynfor Evans MP
revealed that there are no structural faults
nor indeed any repairs required to the existing headquarters of the MOD in London.
The civil service unions in London are vigorously opposed to the dispersal scheme.
Yet the government plans to take over 59
acres of grade one farming land at St.
Mellons for a lavish lagoon-landscaped
office complex for the MOD.
A similar
multi-million pound project is also under
way in Glasgow.
The local Council appears
to be so devoid of enterprise and dignity
that it is grovelling on its knees to attract
this cost-consuming and parasitic department.
Its glossy brochure "Cardiff Welcomes You",
prepared especially for would be settlers,
makes it quite clear that the ancient culture of the natives can be discarded as
easily as the problems of the City's homeless; . the education section reads, "If, you
are worried about the possibility of Welsh
language teaching being 'thrust upon' your
children - don't. Instruction in Welsh
is not compulsory in Cardiff and will only
be given at the request of parents."
This
is, in fact, an untruth.
Welsh is a curriculum subject in most of the City's schools
up'to the age of thirteen.
But what's one
little lie or two. a l~ttle cultural degredation, a few thousand homeless and some

of speech,
This is

I

Meanwhile, the Spanish police kill demonstrators! three since July, thirty since
January!
Still, the peoples of Spain are engaged
big fights for amnesty and democracy:
Motor

Iberica

- on strike

in

since April

Womens' struggles -. 2,000 women attended the first conference of the womensj
movement in May
40,000 demonstrated against nuclear
power in San Sebastian in August
General strike from 10th. to 15th.
September in the Basque country
_.n their fight, the peoples of Spain need
our support; we must let the Spanish government know where we stand. FOR DEMOCRACY,
AMNESTY FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND .THE
RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION FOR THE BASQUE
COUNTRY, CATALONIA, VALENCIA, GALICIA.
The Spanish Solidarity Committee in Cardiff
organised a few actions last year.
If you
want more information on Spain or if you
want to help inc,organising the solidarity,
please contact.us through One 0 Eight Bookshop.
We meet every Thursday at 7.30 pm
at VCS, Charles Street.
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CENTRE
PLAN
MK.2

the latest twist
total cost. But the library was axed in the summer.
Within days the Developers'
Architect suggested it
be replaced by a concert hall, paid for by the
Council.

Cardiff's Centreplan Mark One collapsed when
Ravenseft,
the biggest prop.erty developer of them
all, got caught in the crash in the property market.
The Property and Land Bubble was a wild gamble
that prices and profits in office blocks, shops, property and land of all sorts would go on rising for
ever. It involved thousands of millions of pounds and
has done untold harm to the British economy.

The Council Central Area Sub-Committee - which
links Tory and Labour leaders in a small group
which meets without press or public - quickly
agreed, And they made up a story that it would
come from Ravenseft's
£3 million compensation
and so wouldn't cost on the rates~ In fact that compensation was largely paid to cover rate losses
A LREADY INCURRED by the Ravenseft disaster.

In Cardiff the effects are still very real. Thousands
of people unemployed; productive jobs as rare as
rubies - and still millions of pounds going into shop
developments,
empty offices, and the roads and car
parks to serve them.

And the de cision to put the concert hall over the
shops in Working Street flouted the idea of a special combined concert hall and opera house which
had been approved at the previous Public Enquiry.

T he latest moves in the story show that both political parties in Cardiff are slaves to the property
developers.

It flouted too the idea, supported by
signed a petition), to use the Capitol
Opera/ Concert Hall. To set the seal
Council bosses gave the goahead for
Capitol a week after deciding on the
for the developer,

First the Labour Council concocted a revised
Centreplan after the Ravenseft collapse. It was
smaller in scale - though still worth millions of
pounds, They advertised
for developers.
Because
of the market collapse they were slow coming. The
breakthrough
came with a tie up between a local
developer, Wales and Western,
and a major firm,
Heron. (Heron are registered
in the Cayman
Islands for tax fiddle purposes.)

many (10,000
Cinem a as an
on this the
Bingo at the
concert hall

The singlemindedness
of the Council- and its intention to stifle debate - is shown by the incredible
speed with which it is running this decision through.
From the Central Area Sub7Committee private
meeting on Friday September 23rd, the proposal
went
direct to full Council on Wednesday 29th,
missing out the usual procedure of Planning and
Finance Comm ittees.

The Council said about two of the centre sites that
the developers must commit themselves
to develop
both. One was the obviously profitable Wood St. site
which was all cleared and ready for an office block.
The other was the riskier major shop development
south of Queen Street.

Tory and Labour leaders then hope to include the
concert hall in the contract with the developers
for signing in October. There will be little chance
to exam i ne or dis cus s that contract.

Heron's first victory over the citizens of Cardiff
was to sign a separate
contract for the Wood St.
site. Lab ou r councillors let them - because they
were told that Heron needed to sign the contract for
tax purposes in that financial year~ By signing
separately,
work was able to start before August
1st, when the LABOUR Government's
new Land
Tax came into effect.

This is the crux. The Council is anxious to get as
much on offer to the developers as possible to
get them to sign. They can't afford the blow to
their prestige of another Ravenspft debacle. They
are prepared to rip off the city and mess up any
well planned cultural provisions - or anything
else - to get something off the ground.

Heron's second victory over the citizens was to
get a 999 year lease for the Debenham s site in the
shop developm ent. _Such long leases are high1y
prized by financial investors - the citizens' loss is
of a major asset - the profit THEY could get out of
their town centre. Special permission
for the lease
had to be got from the Welsh office. To everybody's
amazement - including the developers -they got it.

HERON have so far got a profitable office block,
a valuable and extraordinary" lease - and wi th the.
concert hall a couple of million pounds towards
the building costs. They will certainly try for a
very favourable contract as well.
It is an extraordinary
story: of millions of pounds,
of Labour Tory collusion, The sad thing is that
such is the vitality and sharpness
of the local
newspapers,
radio and tele, that the vast majority of Cardiff people are in the dark about matters
that affect them very much.

Heron's third victory over the citizens,
aided and
abetted by the Council, is being set up as we go to
print. Heron needed the new town library to help subsidise the main building costs for the shop development. It could have been £3-4 million towards the
eight

The Experts
The Experts arrived at the fishing village.
For years the natives had used primitive
techniques in their work.
True, they
caught fish, but they had to paddle out to
sea every day, maybe even on feast days.
It was a hard life, though well tried over
the years.
The new nets were rather dearer than the
old, and the method of fishing was different too.
But in a single net they caught
a whole week's supply.
Fantastic!
You
could work one day and be free for the rest
of the week!
The village folk had a great
feast, several feasts
in fact, so many
that they had to fish two days each week to
pay for the celebrations.
This is no good,thought the Experts, they
should be fishing six days a week and making
money out of it.
We havert',tcome here to
witness endless parties. Surely it's enough
with one feast a month. This is an underdeveloped country; they must produce more proteins. Fish!
But the village favoured fiesta. Fishing two
days, and free the rest of the week.
The Experts grew annoyed. They hadn't travelled from the distant North to watch natives
drum, dance and dream. They had come to fill
hungry stomachs, to lessen the threat of the
undernourished against the overfed.
Yet the villagers danced late into the night.
Why shouldn't they? They were rich now, almost as rich as the Maharaja, though he had
never done a day's work in his life ...
And then the Project Director had a brilliant
idea. (Not for nothing had he taken an even~
ing course back home in economics.) These
lazy fisherfolk were not actually lazy! they
were simply weak on MOTIVATION, motivation
to work harder. They had not discovered
their needs.
He bribed a villager to buy a motorbike.
Bribery was distasteful, but sometimes necessary. True, there were no roads as such,
but the wet sand along the water's edge was
hard and smooth ...
The,motorcycle roared back and forth. What a
toy. And soon every young man wanted one of'
his own.The village elders warned them!
"What use is there in riding far off and
back again on the sand?"
But the young men replied!
"We can race. We shall see who is the fastest. And you greY-beards, you can place bets

ARE

on us!"

t he home less

Th~ Project Director's idea proved a brilliant success. At last the men fished almost
every day. The capital city got the fresh
fish it needed (Indeed, a large part is now
tu.rned into fish-meal and exported to Europe
where it makes excellent pig food and helps
keep down the price of bacon.)
But probably the most pleased of all was the
Marahaja, for it so happens that he was sole
agent for the motorcycle firm in that country,
He also owned the main fish market in the
city, while his uncle's family built and ran
the fish-meal factory. When the Experts flew
home he raised the price of a motoiTcycle, so
that to buy one a man must work three years,
instead of a single season.
And the fisherfolk fished on. They had discovered a need.
This fable, originally from U-Iandssagor by
Olavi Junus, is based on fact. It is quoted
in questioning development by Glyn Roberts.
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• using or threatening
violence to gain entry to
premises
against the will of someone present on
them; or, having an "offensive weapon" on premises
on which you are "trespassing"punishable by up
to ?, years in jail and a fine
• a "trespasser"
failing to leave premises
when
asked by someone (or their agent) using them as
living accommodation;
or, resisting
or obstructing
sheriffs,
bailiffs,
etc. ,in their execution of possession orders - punishable by 6 months and £400 fine
WHY DID THE TORIES FEEL

HOV. IT A LL BEGAN
Spawned at a conference in 1970, the idea of Criminal
Trespass
legislation
first emerged at a time when
the Tories had adopted "law and order" as their ploy
to woo the public. But such a law was then thought
to be "too hot" - the Society, of Conservative
Lawyers
had, in the same year, rejected the creation of a
specific Criminal Trespass
offence, and for this
reason and others the Tories decided merely to
order the Law Commission to "update" the Statute
of Forcible
Entry.
"CONSPIRACY

TO TRESPASS":

THREATENED?

IN 1972

•

a wave of factory occupations achieved
able success in stopping redundancies

consider-

•

over 35 engineering
works in the Manchester
region were occupied for more than 6 weeks as
a collective bargaining tactic

•

there was an enormous growth of squatting,
especially in London, due to the ever growing
numbers of homeless

•

the miners'
strike and the building workers'
strike effectively employed mass picketing

A LEGA L FICTION

Meanwhile, however, the then Attorney General
charged a group of Sierra Leone students,
who had
peacefully occupied their country's embassy in protest at their government's
treatment
of dissidents,
with "conspiracy
to trespass",
AlthoughJ:hi~_cri1!l_EO..
did not exist
at the time, a conviction was ob-iainedand uph"-eld both on appeal and by the House
of Lords, This case made the Law Commission's
task im possible - they had been asked to make
recommendations
on the assumption that trespass
neither is nor should be a crim e, A fatuous task,
once an offence of Criminal Trespass
had been conjured out of the common law of conspiracy
and upheld in the highest court of the land!
So the Law Comm ission had to turn to the Lord
Chancellor for new terms of reference,
which were
duly provided: "to consider in what circumstance
entering and remaining on property
e. trespass)
should constitute a criminal offence' .

\i.

In this way Tory property
recommendations
of their

interests
overrode
own experts.

T his successful
use of dire ct action against the
state, industrial
chiefs and property speculators
alike, provided excuse for the proposed backlash.

the

AND NOW?

break up occupations whether they're violent or not,
and to back up property owners against homeless
people who occupy ~~~1:Y_~!!~_'::.nu~EO..~
houses.

Curiously enough, the present Labour government
also seems to find the idea of Criminal Trespass
legislation
attractive:
they have accepted the Law
Commission's
report "Conspiracy
and Criminal Law
Reform" and will present it as a Bill to Parliament
this Autumn.

A cam pa ign is being waged against these proposals
(Campaign Against a Criminal Trespass
Law, c/o
6 Bowden St., London SE 11). Anyone interested
in
joining a local group please contact Maggie Christie,
c/o One 0 Eight Bookshop, 108 Salisbury Rd,

The creaking machinery of government
ensure that Tory proposals are carried
Labour governm ents,

seems to
through by

TheTUC,
too, are opposing only two of the new
offences -"trespassing
with an offensive weapon"
and" reslsting
sheriffs and bailiffs",
which they see
as directly relevant to themselves - and have made
little effort even on these minor fronts to alter the
Bill. They have failed to recognise the real purpose
of the Bill, which is to give the police the power to

t:'lES 0 CCUPATJOIIS,
I D'USINES.
ten

Guide to the

of Council Housing
tenants are heavily

subsidised by ratepayers
and taxpayers."

"Yes, but so are owner-occupiers.
They got on
£2.50 a week in tax relief and option mortgage subsidy
last year.
Council tenants got an average of nearly
£3.00 in subsidies from taxes and rates, which council
tenants also pay."
council
money and can afford

"Of course some council. tenants are now reasonably
well off.
They have fought for dec~nt wages - why
sh9uldn't they enjoy a good standard of living?
However, for most tenants, r'enting a council house
is still their only chance of-a decent home."
"Most council tenants want to become
and so council houses should be sold
"Selling council houses only helps a very few tenants
to become owner-occupiers of the most attractive council housing, while fewer good quality houses are
available for rehousing from clearance areas and the
waiting lists.
It cuts subsidies in the short-term,
but it reduces the council's ability to pool rents,
causing further rent increases and resulting in even
greater subsidies in the long-term.
Councils should
be giving tenants security & control over their own
homes, not selling them off."
of new council houses only pay a fraction
cost of their homes."

"That's only part of the story. The rest, which you
rarely hear about is that tenants of older council
houses will have paid' for their homes, some many
times over. Rents and subsidies are not fixed on
the basis of the cost of individual houses. Instead
all the costs of building and maintaining all the
council's houses are shared between all the tenants.
To do away with the "pooling" of rents and/or to
sell off council hbu~e~, will mean massive rent i~..
1 ?C,-~~-»
creases for most famllles."
'~.
_ -'_.

?

,."

•r."

....

"The rents of council,houses must
for a larger share of the cost
';' .•

::I',IIti·

"Costs are rising mainly because the government is
cutting subsidies and because councils have to pay
higher interest payments to the financiers - you
already have to pay them 62p of every £1 rent for
interest charges - on the money they have to borrow
on the money market.
They're being increased so
that others may continue to profit at the expense
tenants."
gleYl'ln
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BOW DRY IS MY
VALLEY?

being forced through Par Ham ent against
unanimous Welsh opposition in 1957, the then
Minister of Welsh Affairs announced that he had
set up a survey into Welsh water needs because,
he said:

Aneurin Bevan once said during a coal shortage that
it tookithe genius of the Government to produce such
a crisis in a country bursting at the seam s with coal.
Well, an even more absurd situation has arisen in
South East Wales: m any of us are now going without
water for 17 hours out of 24 - whilst Welsh reservoirs
send nearly 300 million gallons of the white gold to
Merseyside
and the Midlands each day.

"I did not want a situation to arise, in South Wales
or anywhere else, where industry might grow and
where there would be found to be a lack of water in
an area. One must look decades ahead in water
matters. "

Despite supplying tens of millions of people with
water virtually free of charge, our own water rates
are the highest in Britain,
except only for Devon
and Cornwall. Because of the Government's
recent
refusal to help pay the cost of fighting the fires encouraged by the drought, our local authority
rates
will be going higher still. In Cardiff we will be
paying the highest water rates in Britain - for the
least water~

If this empty promise made nearly 20 years ago had
been followed by Government action in Wales, we
might not have been in the mess we are in today.
When the Welsh Water Authority was set up in 1973,
special provisions were made in Parliament
to deny
the Authority control over the reservoirs
in Wales
owned by English cities. That must be changed so w,
can plan for the future.

Worse than that, the water rationing is causing
lay offs and redundancies
when our unemployment
rates are already above the national average.
The
cuts im posed on industry throughout south east
Wales last month have so far lost 500 workers
their jobs, according to a Wale,S TUC spokesman,

The Welsh Water Authority must construct a water
grid that can transfer water southwards in times of
emergency,
as well as eastwards,
It is not an impossible task - after all, water can be piped 75
miles to Birmingham, and oil hundreds of miles
from the North Sea to Scotland and Norway.

There is little that can be done to alleviate this
suffering in the short term. That is the whole
problem; the enormous amounts of water stored
in mid and north Wales (even during periods of low
rainfall) can only flow from West fo East.
'

Of course, the water grid might prove expensive to
build. So how do we finance it? It would seem fair t<
ask those consumers who have received cheap water
from Wales for decades to contribute towards the
cost -in the same way as the Severn-Trent
Water
Authority sells water from mid Wales back to
mid Wales towns (at 6 pence per thousand gallons).
In short, give the Welsh Water Authority control
over all water- installations
in Wales. Allow it to
charge-for exported Welsh water - while rem em bering the needs of our neighbours.

When Birmingham
and Liverpool Corporations
seized Welsh land to build reservoirs
that could
have been built elsewhere - without destroying
communities
and drowning good farming landthey did so to meet their own needs at the cheapest cost. The water could only be piped or pumped
eastwards.
When Liverpool's

Bill to drown Tryweryn

A water shortage next summer can be avoided,
any burdens equally shared, if we act now.

was
twelve,

or

during whi ch tim e the wom en of this area have had
to suffer.

NO TERMINATION
YET

In the face of these facts the Women's Action Group
has set up an Abortion Action Committee to attempt
to unite all forces previously active on the issue and
all interested newcomers, to demand that the A.H.A.
take rapid steps to re ctify this unbelievable situation.

Three years ago in 1973, the former Welsh Hospital Board made premises available at the Heath
Hospital for an outpatient abortion clinic, on the
basis of the needs in this area.
Sometime after the clinic's inception it became
apparent that the facilities were not being used for
their intended purpose; and indeed on carrying out a
survey amongst Cardiff G, P. s it was ascertained
that 85'70 did not even know of its existence. On making enquiries to the hospital the reply was given
that there was no clinic,
This situation was further confused by the Health
Service reorganisation
in early '74 which has enabled the new A,H.A.
to soft pedal the matter.
Apart from the question of misuse of public funds,
the abortion figures for Cardiff are appalling:
the figures for 1973 show that, of all abortions
carried out on Cardiff residents,
ONLY 460/0WERE
DONE ON THE N, H. S. - AS COMPARED TO A
FIGURE OF 930/0IN SWANSEA!

I

,_ ..

To this end a General Meeting of all those interested
has been called for October 13th at 7.30 in the
Friends Meetin~ House, Charles SL : "A Woman's
Right to Choos e ' .
Contact: Abortion Action Committee,
Bookshop, 108 Salisbury Rd,

c/o one

0

Eight

START READING
HERE

There are more than 20 million
people in
Great Britain
who either
cannot read or
write;
or who have reading
problems.
There
are about 10,000 such people in South
Glamorgan alone and they are mainly between 25 and 50 years
of age.
On a local
basis,
the Cardiff
Adult Literacy Scheme has been operating
for over a
year and so far 450 - 500 people have come
forward for help.
About 150 of these were
referred
by the BBC as a result
of their
programmes.
All of these have been either
place in adult
centres
where classes
are
held most evenings,
or they are taught
on
a
one-to-one
basis,
either
in their
homes
or in the tutor's
home, whichever
is mutually
convenient.
Naturally
trained
teachers
are in charge
of the classes
but they rely on the help
given by voluntary
tutors
who have responded to BBC advertising,
press
reporting
or
word of mouth.
So far there
are about 250
voluntary
tutors
but naturally
more are
needed to cope with the demand and to provide as much one-to-one
tuition
as possible,
whether in the .classroom
or in the home.
The ages and occupations
of voluntary
tutors
varies
from the university
student
to the old age pensioner,
housewives
to
full
time workers,
all of whom can spare
even just an hour or two weekly.
There is a short
training
course of six
informal
tutorials,
plus a few eek's
practical
teaching
in an adult
centre,
under the wing of a trained
teacher.

In 1975, 154 women from Cardiff were forced to
travel to Birm ingham to obtain a termination - as
opposed to 5 from Swansea.

If you feel you would like
to take up this
very rewarding,
but sometimes frustrating,
work which can be fitted
into your spare
time - or if you know anyone who cannot
read or write,
or who has difficulty
in
doing so - just
contact
the Cardiff
Adult
Literacy
Centre,
Severn Road, Canton
(Tel: Cardiff
373737).

Over the past four years press ure has been exerted on the authorities by various groups: Cardiff
Women's Action Group, the National Abortion Campaign, and individuals within the Community Health
Council, which has also pronounced itself unsatisfied with the present state of affairs. This has so
far proved fruitless as on each separate occasion
the i'ssue has been deliberately obscured by all the
usual arguments,

PEACE CARAVAN

A "Peace Caravan" of young Quakers will be
based in Bridgend during
the last
week of
October.
On Wednesday, 27th.
at 7.30 pm
they will hold a meeting at the Friends'
Meeting House; Charles
Street,
Cardiff.
It
is hoped to use this
as a "trailer"
for a
week of events
in Cardiff
in the New Year
and to set up a peace group here again.
Co~tact:
Dor~s & Charles
Gardner , c/o
Frlends
Meetlng House, 43 Charles
Street.

The A, H. A. cannot continue to dodge its responsibilities in this manner, or bury the figures any
longer. They are flagrantly failing in their duty
to provide health care under the law.
At the last meeting of the A. H,A., yet again the
matter was postponed until January 1977, when it
will be reconsidered.
This represents a procrastination on the authorities' part of FOUR YEARS
thirteen

KEEPING THE
PEACE?
W hat can we do about Northern Ireland from this
side of the water? Well, in what way do the troubles
have to do with us? We can't pretend to have any

power of control over the actions of the paramilitaries. Maybe you feel equally powerless over the
actions of the British Army over there - but if we
are supposed to be British people then they are
our responsibility.
And itis afact that most
of the problems of Ireland, as also of Wales, have
been produced or exacerbated by the interference
and imperialism of successive British governments.

I~NtJf)Y
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WARNING
CAN

Since the British Army was sent to Northern Ireland,
the killinghas increased <;-,nd
the bitterne~,shas
grown. The Army cannot keep the peace , nor can
Britain impose a "solution" to the problems there.
They try to keep up a pretence of being neutral....
but there is evidence that the U.D.A. are being
trained in Wales under British Army auspices.
The British Withdrawal from Northern Ireland
Camraign believes that the British Government
must set a firm date for com plete withdrawal of its
army from Northern Ireland, so that proper negotiationsbetween all the parties there can start,
and that the union between Britain and Northern
Ireland must be ended.
On Saturday 20th November, there will be an
introductory meeting about the Campaign for new
supporters and anyone interested in finding out
more, at 11 a,m, in Redlands Friends Meeting
House, Redlands, Bristol. This will be followed
by a General Meeting open to all supporters, from
2 p.m, onwards, For more details contact BWNIC,
c/o 5 Caledonian Road, London N 1. Or ifyou'd
like to do some cam paigning with us, contact
Cardiff BWNIC
c/o One 0 Eight Bookshop, 108
Salisbury Rd., Cathays.

DAMAGE

H. M, Government
YOUR

REA LTR

Of over 1 ,400 people detained under the Act
up to the middle of this year, only two have
been found guilty of any crime.
Fifty six,
however, were excluded.
This contrast in
numbers should alert us to the real role of
the PTA.
No one believes that "terrorism"
will cease as a result of the Act - only
British withdrawal
from Ireland will end the
source of "terrorism".
The PTA is simply
being used to harass and intimidate the
Irish community in this country, in an at-,
tempt to crush all efforts by them to organise against the government.
The PTA is due for further renewal in November.
Parliament
obviously intends to renew
it and make it permanent.
An ad hoc committee has been set up to organise against
this in South Wales.
There will be a public
meeting and play on Wednesday,
3rd. November
at 7 pm at Transport House, Charles Street,
Cardiff.
Contact:

NO RENEWAL
OF PTA!
In the wake of the hysterical
press campaign
that followed the Birmingham bombings,
the
Prevention of Terrorism Act - drawn up under
the Tory government
in mid-1973 - was rushed
through Parliament.
Called "temporary",
it
has already been renewed once.
It may be
recalled that the Special Powers Act (Northern Ireland) was also called "temporary"
in
1922 but it remained law until it was replaced by the
Emergency Provisions Act in
1973.
The Prevention
of Terrorism Act (PTA)
is an extension into Britain of the'repressive policies pursued by successive British
governments
in Ireland.
The Act denies Irish immigrants the right to
organise, possess newspapers
and posters and
publicly support the Irish resistance.
It
allows the police to detain anyone for up to
a week without charges and it gives the
Secretary of State a free hand to deport
anyone who has been in the country for less
than twenty years.
Anyone so "excluded"
does not have to be informed of the evidence
or charges against them.
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Maria

O'Brien,

11 Pen-y-Wain
Roath.

Pl.,

On a street corner in Belfast
A young man stands with gun in hand
A dark confusion in his mind
He's trying hard to understand.
When bayonets can heal a wound,
When guns can dry a falling tear,
When homes are built from CS gas,
Then I shall have a purpose here.
Our armoured cars can't drive away
Eight hundred years of pain and wrong.
Some day they must recall us all _
How long, my heart cries out, how long?
For twenty years I've been alive
And shall I live to twenty one?
Would that my love I left behind
Were in my arms and not this gun.
So many, many futile deaths
And maybe mine will be one more Before I'm killed will someone please
Tell me what I am dying for?
On a street corner in Belfast
A young man stands with gun in hand
A dark confusion in his mind
He's trying hard to understand.

CARDIFF WOMENS' ACTION GROUP
Meets Mondays, 7.30 pm at
Friends' Meeting House, Charles
Street.

ONE 0 EIGHT
Community bookshop. 108 Salisbury Road.
Tel: 28908.
Books and pamphlets on political theory
and history.
Also information centre for political/
community activities in
Cardiff.
MIS KIN STREET BOOKSHOP
Books on mysticism, cookery,
farming, ecology, poetry etc.
19 Miskin St. Tel: 23516
SlOP Y TRIBAN
Bookshop
specialising in Welsh books
(in Welsh & English)
Wyndham Arcade,
Tel: 30042

CAMPAIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL
EQUALITY
Campaigns for
ADAMS DOWN COMMUNITY & ADVICE
equality; provides social
CENTRE
Offers a comprehensive contacts, counselling etc.
service to the people of Adams- c/o 2 Palace Road, Llandaff
down. 103/4 Clifton Street.
CARDIFF ADULT LITERACY
Tel: 498117
SCHEME, Severn Road, Canton.
Tel. Cardiff 373737. Offers
SOUTH RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY &
practical help for people
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
Advice
with reading problems. Also
9am to 3pm weekdays. Legal
needs voluntary tutors to
advice 7pm to 8.30pm every
help teach (no experience
Tuesday.
BruneI Street.
needed).
Tel: 23310
CLAIMANTS' UNION
No longer
in existence in Cardiff.
Claimants with Social Security
problems are advised to contact the other advice centres
etc. listed.

CARDIFF WOMEN'S AID Runs two
refuges for battered women.
Support group meets every
2nd Thursday(14th, 28th Oct,
11th Nov etc.) 7.30 at 38
Charles St.Contact c/o 108
Salisbury Rd. Tel. 28908.

CHILD POVERTY ACTION GROUP Contact Shirley Parry, 53 Wyndham
SPANISH SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE
Crescent, Canton. Tel: 44514
Meets every Thursday, 7.30
at 38 Charles St. Contact
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL
c/o 108 Salisbury Rd.
LIBERTIES
No group in Cardiff
LLANOVER HALL
Centre for
ANTI-APARTHEID GROUP Conyet. Contact Geoff Hibbert,
drama and the art s wi th emtact: Jill Wells, 33 Beech136 Heol y Fan, Caerffili or
phasis on creation/partiwood Drive, Penarth.
Martin Prior, 123 Corporation
cipat~on.
Romilly Road,
Road, Newport.
Canton.
Tel: 42022
FINGERPRINTS Silkscreen and
offset litho printing. Cheap
CARDIFF HOUSING ACTION
CampCARDIFF COMMUNITY CONCERN In- aigns for radical changes in
rates.
56 Mackintosh Place,
formation and civil rights for housing policy in Cardiff.
Roath. Tel: 22582
young 'people. Open: weekdays,
c/o One 0 Eight Bookshop.
5pm to 8pm; Saturdays, 10am
Tel: 28908
THE WHOLEFOOD SHOP Whole
grains, pulses etc. 1a Fitzto 12 noon. 58 Charles St.
GYPSY SUPPORT GROUP c/o
roy Street, Cathays.
Tel: 31700 or, in emergency,
Student Community Action,
Tel: 395388
395911.
Students' Union, Park Place.
Tel: 45454
VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY SERVICE
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE ConFRIENDS OF THE EARTH
ConClearing house for voluntary
tact Gordon Saunders, Cardiff
cerned with the practical
498120
work, especially by young
aspects of conservation.
people.
38 Charles Street
STUDENT COMMUNITY ACTION
Meets Sundays, 3 pm at
Tel: 27625
c/o Students' Union, Park
2 Manor St., and Tuesdays,
Place. Tel: 45454
9 pm in The Buccaneer.

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE
Drama,
films, music etc. Also facilities for local arts groups.
Market Rd. ,Canton. Tel:25776
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Yes folks, take advantage
of this offer right now!
Forget the queues at the
rtewsagertt-s,
the dreary
trips and disappointing journeys and SUBSCRIBE!
The rates are: £1 for 6 issues &
£2 for 12 issues.
TO CARDIFF PEOPLE'S PAPER
56 Mackintosh Place, Roath, Cardiff
I enclose £
with No
.
Name
Address

for ....issues, starting
Bealltllill and lI'dlll.
For I'ldldn'n or par!'Tlts, home
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sleeping soundly?

RESIDENTS
LIVING

OF CORYTON

IN GABALFA

PEOPLE

BEWARE!

HAVE

STILL

NOT BEEN

PAID COMPENSATION

BY THE WELSH

TO COVER

OF SOUND

THE COST

DUE TO THEM AS A RESULT
STRUCTION
NORTH

OF EASTERN

ROAD FLYOVER.

INTERCHANGE

OFFICE

INSULATION

OF THE CON-

AVENUE

AND THE

THE CORYTON

ON THE M4 IS DUE TO OPEN

NEXT YEAR.

WILL

TON HAVE TO WAIT

THE PEOPLE

OF CORY·-

AS LONG?

The picture above shows some of the
houses affected by Eastern Avenue.
Those on the right show how close the
Cory ton Interchange
is to people's
houses.

If you want us to keep going, please
send regular donations by banker's
order.
Send the form below to Cardiff People's Paper, 56 Mackintosh
Place ,Cardiff , so we know the money
is coming.
Ta!
To:

Bank

Address

Ltd.
This issue produced by: Anon, Alex Bird,
Maggie Christie, Robert Griffiths,
Keith
Hudson, Terence O'NeilL, Bob Thomas,
Owen John Thomas, Jenneth Tracey, Gwyn
Williams & Isabelle.

.

Please credit the account of Cardiff
People's Paper, Co-operative
Bank, P.O.
Box 75, The Hayes, Cardiff, the sum of
£

on the

starting on
notice and debit

day of each month,
, until further
my account accordingly.
Signature

Name
Address

···············

.
.
.
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